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DISCOURSE, Be, 


_ srpcnceetccmC ER RED 


I CHRONICLES XVI. 29. 


Give unto the Lord the vies due unte 
bis ame. = 


on occafion of bringing up the Arle of 
~ God, from the houfe of Obed-edom, into 
Fike place prepared for it, in the city of David. 
It may not be amifs to read them, with fome con- 
nected fentences, and fubjoin a few hints to oe 
‘the fenfe. F 


from an heart replete with the nobleft fenrimenrs 
of piety; give unto the Lord, ye kindreds of the 
people, give unto the Lord glory and firength ; give 
unto the Lord the glory due unto bis name; bring 
an offering and come before him; worfbip the Lord in 
the beauty of hohnefi: Let not “the praifes of Him, 
who 


HESE words are a portion of a Pfalm, | 
T ~ compofed by a King of Ifrael, to be fung, 


Give unto the Lord, fays the devotional Prince, 


rae (6% 


people of Ifrael, Let all the kindred nations, on 
the face of the whole earth, join to celebrate 
the vorivalled glories of his perfedtions, and bis 


almighty, moft gracious, and uuexceptionably moral 


government. Let them’ aflay, i in the folemnities of 
public worthip, as well as in other Ways, to pay 
unto him, adoring, grateful and reverential refpedcts, 
proportionable ‘to his merits;-in conneGion with 
the cultivation of that univerfal holinefs, which 
appears with fuch an incomparable beauty and luftre, 
when viewed as moft highly agrecable to the divine 
moral aature and pleafure, molt highly becoming 
the honfe and worthippers of the Holy One of Ifrael, 
and eflentially important to our enjoying true and 
rational happinefs, and the continuance of thofe 
4avours for which we praife our divine benefactor. 


We find a vein cf expreffion fimilar to this, feve- 
ra] times adapted, in the devotional fublime com- 
pofiions of the old teftament ; aor can [ fuppofe ic 

poflible, that the bringing i it, once More, into public 
view, contemplatic . and ofe, fhould be difagreable 
to any. perfons, whoare poffeiled of the true fenti- 
ments and feelings of religion and patriotifm ; in 
‘connection with the fet of ideas, concerning the 
-uncommon meafures of Heaven, towards our Country, 
‘which muft be fuppofed to. croud, ia upon their 
minds, on this occafion, 


By glorifying God, or giving hey) to His name, 
we do oor, or ac leaft ought not to expedt, that we 
thal § be ableto meke an addition, to the dignity, 


— and hooorablenefs of the Divine: Nature, works of | 


création, 


Sn ae en ge ts ee 


. who governs the whale world be confined to the © 


Dee 
creation, and adminiftrations of government; farther 
than, by endeavouring to render his moral creatures 
more honorable, in promoting religion and virtue 
among them. Our part is, to glorify God, by im- 
_ proving the means of grace, maintaining a prayerful 
_regard to the affiftances of the Zioly Spirit, and ufing - 
fincere endeavours and exeriments, fo as to cherifh, 
in our own Aearts, honorable and refpectful thoughts 
of that Great Being ; and by endeavouring to promote 
a refpe@ifulnefs, for the Divine Maje/ffy, in the 
_ minds of others fpeaking to his honor, in our 
converfation——joining in the public praifes end ac- 


~ knowledgments of Zion, as well as, in more pri- 


vate focial worfhip; and making it manifeft, by 
our whole deportment, in the world, that we efieem 
the preceptive. authority of our heavenly Father, 
to be worthy of the higheft regards, end judge his 
favour to be better than life ; inftead of bringing 
the authority and friendthip of God into contempr, 
in the eyes of our fellow creatures, by our impious 
and vicious lives and converfations. In the fenje 1 
have mentioned it is, that we are, with one mind, 
and with one mouth to glorify God, even the father 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift. in the fame fenfe, the 
fruits of righteoufnefs are, by gous Chrift, unto the 
praife and glory of God. ; 


-- A fincere, and confcientious conformity, to the . 
whole fyftem of chriftian duty, is the general me- 
thod, for glorifying God; but attention to the lan- 
guage of our text, leads us to be a little more par- 
ticular, and enquire, what may be e/peciaily incum- 
bent on us, as we are required to give unto the , 
Lord, the glory which is DuE to his name. - He is 
_ ‘ebove 
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Cs 
above the poflibility of beceming indebted to ns, 
according to the rules of commutative jultice ; but 
glory is due from us to him, in the /rictef fenfe : 
and if we reader glory to him, in any meafure 


proportionable to our obligations, the revenue will 
not be fmall, 


Our duty is, to pay to the Lord, the higheft 


‘honors we are capable of, in the ufe of the 
‘powers and advantages, he has been pleafed to 


favour us with; honors, as highly raifed, as poflible, 
above thofe: degrees of refpe&, which it is decent 
for us to. fhow, to the greateft and moft deferving 
of men, or other beiags, in the world he has 
created; to worthip and praife the Lord, with 
fuicable frequency, and with the higheft practicable 
ardors, of well ioftruéed and regulated zeal; and, 
in the difcharge of duty, in our feveral departments 
and relations in life, end in all manner of conver- 
faiion, torexert ourfelves for attaining, through grace, 
to the bighe/? piteh of godlinels and ‘virtue, and 
bringing forth much fruit, pele: our heavenly 
Father fhall be glorified. 


To come up te the fpirit of our text, uncommon 
jadicial dealings muft be acknowledged, aod uncom- 
mon favours celebrated, with thofe peculiar exercifes 
of piety, which are fiiable to the particular nature, 
importance and demands of fuch divine difpenfations: 
ane if we receive bleflings and privileges from 

Heaven, of /ingular tichnefs and eftimation, to ufe 
the beit diligence for their prefervation, and to im=_ 
prove them, in the moft virtuous, advantageous and 
faithful manser, is due grateful refpect, to the 

great 
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"great snd generous Donor of all good; is faitable to 
‘that, which is juflly expeéted of them, to whom 

_ much is commitied; and belongs toa proper con- 

forinity, to the demand of the text before us, 


In fine, if we would be found, in the happy 
— fociery of thofe, who give unto the Lord the glory 
“DUE unto bis name, we mult come, through aflit- 
tance divine, to love the Lord our God, with all our 
_ bearts, and with all cur jouls, with all our minds, 
and with all our firength, and cur neighkours as 
_ ourfelves. it we come up io this flandard, fincerely ; 
and att, as uniformly, as the imperteétions of this 
fave will admit, and in the whole of life, under the 
+ well dire€ied influence, of thefe grandeft of all prin- 
ciples, we hall be accepted; through the blod of 
the covenant, though we fali thort of glorifying him, 
with that ftri& and high moral perfeéion, which 
man might have attained to, in a ftate of innocency ; 
-and, thengb we fall unfpeakably {hort of glorifying 
him, adequately to his real and plenary dignity ; 
~~ for that is beyond the fphere, not only of imperfeét 
- men on earth, bur alfo of the Angels io Heaven. 
Said the» Lord’s-minifters to the congregation, 
Nehem:9, 5, Stand up. and blefs the Lord your God 
{erever and ever ; and bleed be thy glorious name, 
which is exatted above bi-fing and above praife. 


- The reafonablenefs of paying superlative honors 

to him is obvious, from the confideration of the 

tranfeendear dignity of Ais nature and operations, 

_ who bath fet bis glory above the heavens, What- 

ever perfediions are moft honorable, are poffefled by 

him infinitely; or, however, in the highelt degree 
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and manner, in which it is poflible for them to be 
poflefled, by any being. Is it glorious, to be the 
author of great and numerous works, evidencing 


‘the highelt wifdom, the belt defign, and moft ami- 


able goodnefs ? His works are great and manifold, 
in wifdom bath he made them all In a wife re- 
gard to creaiure happinefs, in connedtion with the 


manifeftation of his own glory. He is moft honor - 


able as Governor of the world. Is there glory ina 
Throne? He is feated upon one, which is bigh and 
lifted up. 1s there glory inan honorable court and 


‘retinue? Fie is attended by ten thoufand times ten 


‘thoufand, whecexcel in ftrength, nor lefs in wifdom, 
aod the moft honorable accomplifhments, of a moral 
nature. If there be glory in extent of dominion ; 
fits kingdom ruleth over all. 1s it glorious to reign 
with unlimited power ? He doth according to his 
will, in the Armies.of Heaven, and among the in- 
babitants of the earth; and none can flay bis band, 
or fay unto bim what doef thou? 3s it glorious, for 


an ab/olute monarch (for {uth the Great God is, and 
ought to be) to rule in the moft undeviating man- 


ner, according to ail the higheft moral perfe@ions ? 


~ Numerous periods of infpiration, furvith the moft 


ample atteftaticn, to the excellency of the whole 
divine government, and adminiftrations, in this re- 
gard. Does it belong to an honorable parextal 
ruler, to difcover an indignation againft immo- 
rality, as teoding to the mifery of his realms; 
to ufe fuitable chaftifements, in terrorem, and with 
a view to reformaticn and happinefs——chaftife- 
mevts, regulated by perfe@ juflice, and uncer the 
moft merciful reftraints and jimitations ? The Lord 
is gloriows in beliness ; jul? and true, and kind, in his 
judicial difpenfations: and as he dees not offi, nor 
grieve, 


t te ‘ 


grieve, willingly, He bas no difpofition to exceed the 
meafure, which may be neceffary, for anfwering 
the great and falutary purpofe. Is it honorable, to 
} be generous to the ill-deferving; and efpecially, to 
confer eminent favours on thofe, who are meritorious 
_ of high difpleafare? His tender mercies are over all 
bis works, He does gond to the evil and unthank- 
ful. He gave his Son, for the redemption of a 
Japfed world; and, while we were YET SINNER s, 
| Chrift died fer us. And if we properly confider 
_ the favours, God has, of late years, conferred on 
_ the people of the United States of America, in 
_ connection with our real chara@er, as to'religion and 
morality, I misjudge, if the generofity end grace, of 
the Governor of the world, will not appear, with a 
diftinguifhed laftre. 

__ Both the call of civil Authority, and the difpen- 
- fations of Divine Providence admonith, and invite 
us, at this time, to blend the exercifes of Fa/fing and 
Thank/giving together ; and the comprehenfive text, 
~ and fubject chofen, are not unfavourable to fuch a 

purpofe. 

That we fhould earneflly endeavour, and fup- 
Plicate the grace of God, that we may be thereby 
enabled, fo to acknowledge, and refént his mercies 
and his judgments, as to put in pra@tice, all the 
exercifes of unfeigned repentance, is fuitable to 
the feafon, and incumbent on us, as we defire to 
_ give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name. 


_ Says the good old [fraelitifh General, upon a cer- 
tain affecting occafion, My fon, give, I pray thee, - 

glory to the Lord God of I/rael, and make confeffion 

unto him. : The 
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God has been vifiting this People, in his permifiive, 
wife and holy providence, with a diftreifiag {cene, 
of oppreffion and war; a war, which has been atrend- 
ed, with unofyal difficulties and embarraflments ; 
with confiderable expence of intereft and lives; and 
which, foberly fpeaking, has been profecuted, by 
eur enemies, wich circum tances, of uncommon rage, 
barbarity and cruelty. .‘Thefe calamities, we did 
not deferve, from our fellow-creatures ; but our fins 
have been fach as to merit them all, at the hand of 
God: and iris omr duty, to glorify his name, by 

afcribing righteoufoefs to him, notwithftanding. a// 
that has come apen us. as 


_» Before the commencement of the war (if not fince) 
We imbibed the falfe maxims, aod the vices, of 
that which we fondly called the Parent State, with 
a_thirft and ayidiry, which were truly amazing, 
There appears a judicial pertinency, in permicting 
our pusifh nent to.arrive, from the fame quarter ; 
and } have fomerimes. miftrufled, that the fufferings 
referred to, were efpecially incended as a chattife- 
ment for our folly, in thus greedily adopting the 
fins, of en old, corrupted and depraved Country. 
However, certain it is, that the moft of our mari- 
time Towns, which, in confequence of their fituation 
and mercantile conne&ions, had the chief, and moft 
immediate flare, in che inglorious importation, of 
Suropean error, wickedaefs and folly, have faffered, 
ina manner, io fome degree diffinguifbing. And cer- 
tain it is, that, the degree of our guilt, from what 
qaarter foever it atofe, muft have been great in the 
fight of God; -otherwife, that infinitely: merciful 
Being, would not have bronghr, fick a difcipling 
. SBPOp. = 
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— Bponus. ©The kind intention of Heaven. was; our. 
_ reformation, in order to our happinefs; bur. bow. 
have our manners comported, with the urgent, 
_ Monitory language of the divinerod? 


: A more than common, prevailing fpirit of felf= 


- gorrettion, and: an extraordinary exercife of virtues 


and graces, were jultly to be expedted of us, 

the alarming occafion, Woold.it not therefore be 
a thocking confiderarion, if, on candid enquiry, it 
fhould appear, that people, of the feveral- ranks and. 


_ ages, are, on the whole, as fioful, or more finful, 
_. than they were, when the war commenced? Some, 
We troft, have been inftruéted ip..the fear of the 


Lord; bat is there more true religion and virtue in 
the land now, than there was eight years ago? We 


fear there is lef, If we do not judge incorre@ly, 


pride, and avarice, with all the vices which come 
under the denomigation of Iuxury, difregard to the 
Lord’s-Days, and chriftian inftirutions, prophanenefs 
aod deifm, have been making advancements, with 
no moderate ftrides, even when we have been in 


the furnace of afiliftive difcipline ; while, a general 


decay and languor of vital piety, has been, by fome, 
and I fear too jaftly, complained of. “Ie is further 
remarkable, that the fins fpecified, in which,.we 
are fuppofed to have increafed, when fuffering 
fach heavy jadgments, are fing of no inferior. mag- 
nitude ; as, & am perfuaded, calm attention tthe. 


__Jangnage. of fcriprure, in relation to them, would: 


convince you, 
: ~ Dilrefped to the Lord’s Sabbaths and ordinances 
is aggravated, in proportion to the importance. of 


at 
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a ferions obfervation of them, in order to preferve, 
and promote the excellent religion of Jefus Chrift, 
for God’s glory and human happinef®. 


Pride is {aid to be the jirft, if not the greatelt of 
fios. Jt is one of the moft fruitful fources of op- 
preffion; it is peculiarly difhonorary and hateful to 
God, as well as odiotis to men. No wonder then, 


, it fhonld be fingled out, as it feems to be, in Divine 


Providence, fora fin, to be remarkably branded, on 
many occafions, by judgments in this world; that 
pride foould go before deftrudtion, and an haughty 
Spirit before a fail, Nor is it furprizing to find 
the Prophet faying, that the Lord purpofed to ftain 
the pride of all glory. Thofe initaaces of ‘moft 
confummate arrogancy, which, in late times, we have 
feen facceeded, by the fall of thofe, who were fo 
elated, into fome of the moft humiliating of all cir- 
camftances, afford a ftriking comment, on thofe em- 
phatical paffages of Scripture, which have a reference 
to this kind of immorality. = 
vad nj OE ETS ae % 

As for avarice, with luxurious fenfuality and offe- 
minacy, they are particularly grieving to the holy 
fpirit ; no true love to God, or to our Country, can 
fubGift in the heart that is captivated with them ; and 
I may add, no fubftantial peace and happinefs ; while 
they are fruitful in eyery device, to invade the rights © 
of others, for the accumulation of wealth, or the 
fopport of extravagance, and a licentious career, 


And what thall we fay, concerning the puilt of 
our bumerous profane fwearers ; in the fea-fareing 
employment, ia the army, in feaport towns, and in 

; other 
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other parts of the land ; whofe praétice has’ fach 
 adireét tendency, to bring the name of God into 
_ Contempt, and weaken mens veneration for a /olemn 
sath, that great and ufeful band of. fociety. They 
have made proficiency in this horrible wickednefs, 
even in the heat and rage of thofe military engage- 
ments, which are attended with fuch imminent danger 
of dying in an inflant, and being /uddenly tranf- 
_ ferred to His tribunal, who has faid that, by our 
— words we frail be condemned. To the admonition 
of the ancient Prophet, to glorify the Lord in the 
Jires, even the name of the Lord God of I/rael, in the - 
 tfles of the fea, they have not attended, 


Or what fhall be faid, concerning our modern 
gentlemen, who, like the pharifees of old, are dif- 
pofed to fuggeft, that Jefus Chrift was an impofor, 
if not an inftroment of the devil, employed to im- 
pofe a falfe religion on mankind, for the ‘anfwering 
of worldly and bafe purpofes? They would cafhier 
a religion, the moft honorary to God, and the beft 
calculated to promote liberty end bappinefs in focie- 
ty, aud the prefent and future felicity of individuals, 
of any thing that ever made its appearance, vpon 
the flage of this world; and they cught, in my 
opinion, to be confidered and treated as enemies to 
the human kind, How do they di/eonor the Sen! 
and by fo doing, difhenor the Father alfo.. 1 do’ 
believe, with all my heart, and with all my foul, that 
deifm, in its nature, guilt, maligniry and dangerous 
tencency, comes the ceareft to the blafpbemy egainft 
the Holy Ghoff, never to be forgiven, in this world, 
nor im the world to come, of any fin which is, or in- 
deed can be ccmmitted, in thefe later ages of the 
world, ty the icns of men. 

W hile 
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While I confidet our -progrefs,'in infidelity and 
“prophanenels, with other vices, when under foch an 
wheat of divine wrath, 1 cannot torbear winking of 
‘thofe words, in the Book of God, And the fourth 
“angel poured cut his vial upon the fan, and power 
was given unto him to fiorch men with fire, and 
men were feorched with great heat, and blafphemed 
the name of God, which hath power over these plagues, 

“and they repented not to give him glory. 


It may be further obfer ved, without impertinency, 
that while, during the war, there has been a general 
decay of piety and virtue, and an increaie of feveral 
{pecies of heinous finfulnefs, amidft the mott dif- 
trefling 2nd awakening difpenfations, there bas been 
alfo-a feries of great and marvellous interpofitions, 
amour favour, The goodnefs of God is adapted 
and defigaed totead us to love and gratitude, aad ia 
the refult'to repentance ; aad the more Sitnalrtokens 
‘ofiteppear, in a more forcible and ftriking meaner, 
to demand our-penitendal rerura- to the love and 
fervice of God, © How’amazingly have we refifed 
athe defign and teacency of the moft- wonderful 
difpenfations of divine. love and commmiferation | 
Nor may we forget, that, in the mean time, we 
“have been blefled with the free enjoyment of thofe 
‘chriftian privileges, which gave us advaptages for 
high attainments, in thofe graces and viriues, which 
“are for the honor of God, and the public utility. 


My drift is to convince, that the fia of this People, 
and efpecially of the more degenerate parts of the 
Community, is gr carly aggravated in the fight of God. 
Zam not fenfible that 1 nave been intemperarely 

. . high 


extremely ate the domes admit he. 
od vitlion, 


og, with, fo much Ente 3 and fuccefs, 
indep Jepcy and republican conflitutions, it 
th erebradyes sty, to temp: them 
wickednefs fo aggravated, fo difhon- 


; a ous “eet of a man, 
pdeftrious, as foon and as fait as poflible, to 
with one hand, that which he is moft earn- 
{ily contending to build up with the other, I fhould 
ew it, as one of the moft noiable devices, that ever 
vented i in the cabinet of the infernal regions, 
calling in by prayer, the almighty Arm, to 
rh the devil, he will fly from us, 


he Ww ale, if it isa fober truth, that our fia 
) great and aggravated, while we have 
ing for freedom, what are the refle@ions 
‘able on this occafion | ! Ovght we nor 

wrk humbled, in the fight of God, con- 
Ss Cc 
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fefling our merit of utter deftru@ion? Onght we not 


to realize, with trembling, our dependence cn infi- 
nite grace and mercy, tor the prevention of our 
faffering thofe calamities of ficknefs, of drought and 
fearcity, of difcord, and other diftrefling judgments, 
which we fo highly deferve, and which we are by po 
means free from danger of ? For God may intend 
to vary the method of his treatment of us, as a judi- 
cious and kind parent, when his children appear to 
be hardened, under cne mode of difciplive, may be 


’ difpofed to alter his meafures, and adopt fome other. 


And there may be particular danger, that God will 
bring fome terrible mortality on thofe, whofe fins, 
in the late times, have been as crimjon ; ‘while he 
preferves our national privileges, for the fake of the 
rifing, and future generations. Remember the 
cafe of thofe, whofe carcafes fell in the wilderne/s ; 
Thofe murmurers, who delpifed the promifed land, 
and defired to return to Egypt; whofe children 
wete to enjoy the land flowing with milk and 
honey, while the tich privilege was denied to 


the fioful parents. “Onght we not to renounce 


every fin, with the moft penitential forrow, re-. 
morfe and abhorrence; end devote ourfelves to 
ferve the Lord, according to the direGtions of the 
Gofpel, through the fpirit, with the whole heart, 
our beft powers, and nobleft ‘exertions ? Ought 
we not to put up meft fervert cries for pardon, 
through the blood of Jefus Chrift; for the aver- 
fion of deferved judgments, the contionance of 
enjoyed, and the conferment of needed bleflings ? 
And, ought we not to adore the grace of God, in 
grenting us fo honorable, and advantageous a peace, 
as we baye now a profpea of; after we have fo 
~~ difhonored 


grace, fo divinely generous, as to exceed 


the heart mutt be made of fteel 


: > opprelliy, 
{cover his diftinguithiog 
refs, for thofe greater degrees of 

ich, after all our degeaeracy, may pofli- 
ag us, than are to be found, in the 


Oppreffors } to pave the way, for the 


preparation, poffidly, for accomplithing 
fome high defigas of his grace and 
cerning America, and the reft of 
, io the mean time, to try ws, in the 
raordinary manner, by mercy, as well as by 
with a defire to bring us to repentance, 
1 @ people prepared for the Lord, 
all our hearts, may be properly coin-. 
deat, with all his high and holy purpofes, fo far as 
ey may be difcovered by us! Ose of his great 
: and 


offended him, io the courfe *6f.the 


ent? Highelt praife and love, gratitnde 
mutt be rendered, if we would give unto 
ry due unto bis names and, if the 
peatance, is not, by /uch treat-. 


ne of impiety and vice - 
ut intrdducing the, 


of our infant offspring, and ucborn polte- 
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i ~__hingdom of bis dear Son. - 


Although God, for wife reafons, may fometimes 


_ judgment ; and the iacreafe of mifery, which may 


- feffed, have not beew very favourable to the pur- 


Ca) = 
_and good defigns appears, with @ faSicient degree 
of perfpicuicy ; 1 mean his purpofe, by his mercifal 
“and judicial difpenfations, to teach us the evil and | 
"danger of fio ; to convince us of the neceffiry, of for- ' 
faking all our immorelities; and the ‘dutifulnefs of 
_ devoting ourfelves to ferve him, with the moft im- 
partial. reformation, and gratefal affection, in tbe 


ee fit, to defer the iofliétion of thofe public calami- 
: ; > fs = s Petre fins” 


ties 09 a people, which their fins deferve; and to 
be patient, towards a particular offender; yet does 


it highly concern each individual finer, to confider 
his conftant expofedoefs to death; and thar, if he 
dies without repentance, from that pointe of time, 
his judgment will not linger, nor bis damnation 
fumber: Except the addition, which may be made 
to his infernal woe, at the refurrection and fiaal 


lace, o ot his inct ag wickednels, 
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PGat ebatalians of the late war, it mut be con- 
“pofes of fedate confiteration ; while, at: the fame 
time, they have fornidsed fcenes of extraordinary 
tempration. © And thefe things may poffibly b 
thought to plead fome little degree of apology, for 
oor delinquency in time pal?; but now, God is in- 
dalging to us, an opportunity for calm refleciion, 

Behold the goodnefs and feverity of God} lt we d 
not now view them both, io'a contemplative manner, 
and are not, of courfe, brought to the exercife of @ 
godly reforming forrow for our fins, we ~ bee 
“vt found 


Add help ah the Most Hien, 
t by us. He jis reftoring to us 
} (er an arduous. conflict ; 


rt hies. Thiet company, at ee a 
mpaffion, in a refle€tion on fafferings, 
a rulations, at the friendly fympa- 

view, would fublimate rejoicing into 
1t we € content, at prelate , without 
and we truft they are bietied with tock 


than can poflibly be enjoyed, by th the 
is world, even in our ‘circumnftances 


be thought by fome.(whether jolly or 
‘of milevolebee, and therefore to be 
fhould we, at this time, adopt_the 
poftic ei and fay, Rejoice we 


pie ease} eae 


ee 
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her thou Heaven, and ye holy Apoftles and Prophets, 
Sor God hath avenged you on ber ; bat to cogage our — 
hearts, ia praifing and bdlefliag, and giving thanks to 
our Fathers God and ours, with elevated flrains of — 
fincereft, and moft joyful devotion, mutt by no means — 
be omitted, if we defire to coaform to our dary, in 
giving tothe Lord the glory due unto his name. He 
has been pleafed to glorify his power and wifdom, 
grace and mercy on our behalf, ia a very wonder- 
fal manner; aad our part is, imploring his grace for 
our afliftance, to exert our beft abilities, for making 
bis praife glorious. 

T believe, and all the people in general, of thefe 
Uaited States believe, and, | hope in God, they will 
forever judge, that fach liberty, as that, which is 
now opening to our view and enjoyment, involves 
in it, or furnifhes advantages for obtaining all that 
is great and good, aud richeft, and beft, conducing 
tothe happinefs of fociety on earth, to the internal 
trae peace, and felf-poffeffion of individuals, and 
their everlatting life and glory. IF, therefore, our 
eftimation be juft, and the ardor of our devotion 
ought to bear a propoption tothe value of a blefling 
received, it is our duty to command our fouls, to z 
blefs the Lord, by the nobleft exertions cf the beft 
powers, which heavea has endowed them with, 


Other confiderations miy be brought into view, 
whereby it will appear, that exa/ted {trains of praife, 
thankfgiving and bleffing, are proper facrifices, at 
this day. ee 

If a feafe of obligation is juftly heightened, as 
indeed it is, on the receipt of a favour, efpecially 

one ~ 


© the gloric 
t0 rejoice. 


towns and cities have been, in a 
€, brought to defolation; many 
fellow countrymen have loft 
places of the field, as well as 
+ How many bave perithed, 
flate cf imprifonment ! The 
‘tobe dwelt on. Various have 
feenes, which God has called us 
3 bur with what mercies, reliefs and 
dged, kind end feafonable, have 
inter{perfed !' 
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Let us confider the American Charadlers, which — 
God has been pleafed to form, ife up, infpiric, 
fupport and facceed, for our relief and afliftance, in 

a our diftreffes—The fpirit of liberty, proveftancifm 

. and unioo, which has been diffufed through this 
land, among people of clathing civil interefts, and 

4 various religious complexions; which’ thing, we | 
feriouly judge, has been wrought by the Ginger of 

Gute Confider, the patience in prefling trials, and 

binges fortitude. and fpirit of perfeverance, — 

her vith | God. has been Pleafed to endow this 

»ple. er, in what a manner ‘we have fuc- 

ceed ed, and the ae. of our: people have been pre- 
; cious in. the fi fight of the Lord, even to aftovithment, 
in many, if not “moft of the encounters, which we | 
have had with the enemy. Copfider, bow {trangely 
we have profpered by fea, and have been inriched 
wich captures from our cppreffors, as. the Lralites of - 
old, by the borrowed wealth of Egypt, Confider, tbe. 
abilities, the navy, and the. intimidating: reputation. 
« _ of thofe, with wl om we ha en ¢ Ned to.conterd ; 

he endlefs arts they” rarieada sip. of, to deceive, . 
to affrigh' ten and difcourage, to difunite, to weaken 
and ruio us; together with the -expofednefs of our 
i fea coaft, and many maritime towns; -and our 

mbecility, waot of refources, and {cantinefs of pre- 
aeons in-the early Rages of the war efpecially :. 
and, yer, thac the epemy. have fcarcely gained any 
advantages over us, execpt fuch as mui, naturally 
and almoft neceflarily be ‘expected by a unlefs we 
could have flattered ourfelyes, that God would con-. 
dv& the war, in our favour, io a manner, not only 
wonderful bat perfectly miraculous, Meditate the 
powerful alliances obtained, notwithftanding the cou- 
tempi,. 


ee 33 
ich we had, by many, been gener: ne 
ime ; and the g: growin intereft, whi 
God to favour 4 th 
ndthip, of alme all E ope: 
ons expe€tations, a ety tris 
emies heve been blatted, by the iloftri- 
wo whole British Armies. In fine, 
ings as confp in the moft 
fal and kind rovidence of 
‘ach an event, as now captivates. 
d having our fenfe of obligation 
or of the ‘world highly improved, let 
and with one voice exclaim, blefs 


ce of a avid among us, 
able to give us fome further 
us, in how many inftances, the 
re has been fent for our help and 
efire, however, to pay no fuch 
d infrumeots, which God 
sur relief and afliftance, as would 
© glory due to Him... While 
willing to pay, every fuitable mark 
and efleem, to our great and humane 
earth, We referve aod appropriate 
waifes and adorations, to the great 
world, to whom alone they are_ 
of fuctt qpeusee as that in 1 Chron, 
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life, in fom 2 


~ the fignal favours and advantages, which he has been ~ 
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29. 11, 12, 13, Thine, O Lord, is the greatnefs, and — 
the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the 
majefly: for all thatis in the heaven and in the 
earth, is thine, thine is the kingdom,O Lord, and thou 


‘art exalted as head above all. Both riches and honor 


come of thee, and thou reigneft-cver all, and in thine 


_ hand is power and might, and in thine hand it is to 


make great, and to give firength unto all. Now 


- therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praife thy 
“glorious name. 


— Let us realize our immenfe obligations to the 
Father of lights, from whom cometh down every good, 
and every perfe? gift. And by the moft vigilant, 
and circomfpeéttul attention to every fuiiable mea- 
fure, and precaution, for preferving and -perpetuat- 
‘ing our dear liberties, civil and facred ; by improving 
them with diligence, good judgment and fobriety ; - 
and therefore fo, that they may afford us the greateft, _ 
the moft, and the beit bappinefs, which this world © 


_and ftate are capable of furnithing ; by all good con- — 


; and by atraiamenis in the divine 
| meafure correfpondent to the 
e has honored Himfelf and us, by 


ie 
degree, in which b 
pleafed to confer upon us, let us endeavour to give — 
unto his Great Name its due glory. If we will take — 
every the beft, and moft juftifiable method, to make 
our rich privileges contribute in the beft manner, 
to our eflential intereft and ie God who - 
is Love, will deign to be pleafed, and think Himfelf — 


‘ honored. 


Some perfons are difpofed to hint, that vepubli- 
can freedom is not a thing to be chofen ; becaufe 
: mankind 


indifcreet, thar 
fach liberty, 


improving it, 
pears, to the 


the proteftant 
to libe he human race, is 
0 th ple the immenfe bleffing of 
ough real, much lefs pretended fears of 
ving themfelves by it; but endeavour to 
people to wifdom and virtue, that fo they 
improve their freedom, to the greateft and 
ppifying purpofes. j 
] ‘ity and prefervation of our privileges, 
the due improvement of them, calls for 
on. 3 


domineering, and abufive principles of de- 
nature, on which the fyftems of fpiritual, and 
have been ereéed (notwithftanding 
Hent advantages, of a moft moral, bene- 
avenly religion, have been granted to 
many) 


x 
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many) have hitherto generally prevailed, to the fup- 
preflion, and oftentimes to the fpeedy interment, of 


thofe beams of a fpirit of freedom, and thofe fyftems _ 


of liberty, which have, at one time aad another, made 
their appearance upon the’ face of the earth; and 
the hiftory of this world, as to the main ftrokes of 
it, appears to be chiefly, a {tory of injurious, oppref- 
five crimes, and the fins, miferies and calamities, which 
they have occafioned and inferred; if we trace it, 
from the days of the mighty Eunter, down to the 
prefent period. But, O Lord, how long! Is this 
fiygian current, which has, in fo deplorable a manner 
ingulphed the happinefs of mankind, never to be 
{topped ? With God, all things are poffible. To 
his almighty grace, we make our humble appeal ; 
but not wirhour_a confcionfnefs, that we cannot give 
to the Lord, his due praife and glory, unlefs we join 
our beft endeavours, for bringing about fo impor- 
tant, and defirable an event. A feafonable enquiry _ 
is, What can be devifed; in addition to the means, 
which have been already ufed, at leaft in this coun- 
try, for the prefervation of freedom, when once 
afferted and vindicated ? igen e 
On a long courfe of obfervation and reficCtion, 
I have come tothe following conclufions, That the 
Aabits formed in youth, are amazingly ftrong, inye- 
terare, and inflexible,-and do generally and in the 
main, go with the man, through the various ftages 
of life, and, through the dark valley of the foadow of 
death, iato the eternal ftate; and thar, the charafter 
of the world, as te religion and virtue, liberty- and 
happinoefs, always has, and probably always will ~ 
depend, in a very great meafure, if not almoft en- 
tirely, upon education. Solemn thoughts, if they pis 
joft,. 


ae fia, © euaidéred as extending 
ing in reference to matters of 


ch deferves, the 
ould be. Beas 
; ifts, and 

s fhould be Asie 
“of fome methods, for the right 
f children of the people, Hees 


, it is my. opinion, that tis is not 
a long time, a free country. But, 
were educated, in the manner we 
 Kingdem of God would appear to 
more fignal manner, than ever it has 
for numerous ages ; the perpetuated. 
that freedom, for eh we have 


the approdich: whereof, does 
ae appear, by feveral prognoftic 
fome degree probable,” a 7 
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I do not wifh to prefcribe, in a manner, that 
might have the appearance of aflumption; but one 
propofal I will adventure to rifque; and that is, 
that all in Aigh life, and affzent circumffances, 
form a Combination, to abate, as to every luxurious 
foperfluity, according to the genius of the heavenly, 
fpiritual, moderate, felf denying religion of Jefus 
Chrift; and devote the monies thus redeemed (which 
would amount to no fmall fum) ¢o the promotion 
of fuch a chriftian, and republican education in the 
land, as hath been recommended ; fo much excepted, 
as it might be neceffary to diftribute among thofe, — 
who are in circumfaaces particularly unhappy, ia 
confequence of the calamities of the late war. 
This is a meafure, not unfuitable to be contemplat- 
ed, ona day of Fafting, or Thank/giving. And 
fhould the people, of the defeription | have men- 
tioned, incline to come into it, what a glorious in- 
ftance of condué would it be! In every light, 
how patriotic! This would be, in ftyle and tafte, 
high, to fome purpofe, How would it gladdeo, 
and blefs the heart of every fincere, and confider- 
ate friend to -religion, liberty, and his country ! 
What a figure would the combination make, in the 
page of hiftory, to the lateft ages! And what a 
due tribute of glory would they bring, to the great 
God, the bountiful Author of all their riches, and 
means of enjoyment ! 


Extremely happy fhould I be, to be furnithed 
with fatisfa&tory evidence, that the young Gentle- 
mea of the Univerfity were captivated with that 
‘fpirit, which 1 have endeavoured, my prefent dif- 
courfe fhould breathe. We do not cenfure their 
inclination to excel, in various arts and fciences, which 


are 
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ere embellifhing, and in a more moderate degree, 
 ufetul co fociety ; but our grand wihh is, to fee their 

‘ambition chiefly engaged about thoe things, which 
are the moft worthy, important and glorious; tofee 
them emulous for excelling, in divine fcience ; im 
Jove to God and their Country; in truly chriftian, 
~ and republican fobriety and ceconomy; in the art 


of being truly happy, in this world and forever; and | 


in the noble principles, and temper of /iberty, which 
may render them bleffings to the Commonwealth, by 
difpofing them to ufe their beft endeavours, for cul- 
livating, and perpetuating its freedom and felicity, 
in conneftion with pure and undefiled religion. This 
would be, to their. picus parents, and to all the well- 
principled people among us, efpecially at ¢h7s time, 
when there is fuch a decay of that virtue, which is 
~ fo effential to freedom, tthe rain upon the mown 
grafs. Let not the apprehenfion of fingularity be 
terrifying to them, In times of general depravity, 
fingularity is the path of virtue, happinefs and glory. 
They have now an opportunity of diftinguifhing 
themfelves, on a momentous occafion; Heaven 
graot, that they may not fail of reaping the hovor 
of it! That they fhould go forth into the world, 
. fraught with thofe noble principles and paffions, 
which we are intent upon recommending, is. the 
rather defired, becaufe we truft they will ere long 
fill thofe-important public ftations, which will ren- 
der their inftru@ions and examples, of gréat and 
extenfive influence. May they confider, how much 
_ the glory of God, and the public good are intereft- 


-» ed, ia the improvement they fhall make of their 


talents and advantages; and herewithall bear in 
mind, that divine declaration, Him that henoreth me, 
I will honor; but he that defpifeth me, Jball be 
lightly efteemed. — Minifters 


ty 
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_Minifters of the Go/pel, in fome paft years, being 
imprefled with a fenfe of the ineftimable value of 


freedom, and apprehenfive of the flavery, wherewith 


our Jand was threatned, exerted themfelves to en- 
lighten the people concerning their danger, and 
prompt them to unite in meafures for felf defence. 
And, if they have not, in the days of depreciating 
currency, been properly rewarded, by their fellow- 
men, in refpeét to temporal things, for their cous 
Tageous exertions, and /abours of love, we believe, 
neverthelefs, that they have the fatisfaétion of a good 
confcience, and hope, that governed and animated by 
faperior motives, they will a/ways appear as faithful 


_ advocates, for the prefervation of thofe rights and 


privileges, which are fo happily vindicated and 
eltablifhed, . 


dt has. been faid, indeed, by moderns, as well as 
by them of old time, That ministers have no right to 
interpole, in reference to matters of a political na- 
ture._Mivilters, however, have a right, at leaf to 


, preach the Go/pel ; and, if they might be the means 


of its being univerfally propagated, and practically 
regarded ; to the fuppreffion of the exorbitant 
Pride, ambition, covetoufnels, luft of dominion, and 
other vile affections, which now reign among men, 
all the curious, exalted, wicked and- formidable 
machinery of papal, and anti-republican defpotifm, 
would inftantly be precipitated headlong to the 
ground, and dafhed to pieces ; and, if minifterial 
endeavours might be bleffed, for’ the continuance 
of fuch univerfal, pure chriftianty, the Hydra-mon- 
‘fters of civil, and  ecclefiaftical tyranny, would no 
more erect their horrendous terrific heads, to the 
. abule 
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abafe, and deftrudion of the human race, and to 
the difhonor of God, and ufurpation of his facred 


throne, but wonld be forever banilhed from this 
If we intend our Country thall continue free, 
there muft be a conftant attention and concern, for 


world. 


the prefervarion of its freedom, among perfous of 
every order, and of every age. It is as neceflary, 
that the people fhould keep up a perpetual watch 
_ and guard, from age to age, to prevent the rife of 


thofe Tumors in the Bady-politic, which would be — 


detrimental, and ruinous to its health and happinefs, . 
as it is, that a chri/tian thould maintain a vigilaar, 

unintermiting and perfevering ftruggle, to. prevent 

the ufurpation, and predominancy of the principles 

of corrupt nature, in-his own heart. 


After all, I fem to hear fome perfon fay, The ~ 


republican’ politician may theorize, and the puritan 
preach ; but the current, neverthelefs, will continue 
its baneful, {weeping and deftrudtive courte. Foreign 
monarchical principles, luxurious exceffes, and fuper- 
fluities will be catched at, with an accelerating 
pleafure and appetite; The infinuating intrigues, 
and devices of foreign courts will prevail, to the 
diffemination of the principles of party {pirit, difcord 
and corruption, in the laud; extenfive commerce, 
and accumulated opulence, will fupport the high 
{cenes of ever increafing fenfuality, worldly-minded- 
nefs and extravagancy ; luxury will be fertile, in 
) the generation of every arrogant, over-bearing, in- 
jurious and oppreffive paffion ; they, who, on the 
bafis of vile. affections, have ripened an arbitrary 
fyftem of thought, in their minds, will become 

E more | 
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eS ‘more confirmed therein; and others, on the fame 
principles, will contra& a defpotit, and depraved 
bias of mind ; Some will be grafping, afpiring, machi- 
nating and intriguing ; fome will be venal; others 
eae will be timid; many will be carelefs; and all in 
general corrupt: Hence, the vitals of our free con- 
ftitations will be gradually, and imperceptably eaten 
out, if they are not defltroyed by /udden violence; 
The famed American /ruéture will fall to decay, 
and go the way of all the earth ! ; 
May God forbid it !- May the Great Friend to 
“the rights and happinefs of mankind forbid it ! 
Who fent his Son inco this world to d/eed for us, 
that we might be free indeed. May the dignity 
and confiftency, wherewith He thall be pleafed to 
inveft the United States of North America, forbid 
it! Forbid it thou Holy Spirit ! Whofe province ic , 
is to promote every temperate, every humble, every — 
holy and heavenly, every juft, every kind and focial 
difpofition in the hearts of mene 
Bat if fuch an event /aould take place, after all 
the great and wonderful things, which God has 
done for us, and by our iaftromentality ; and after 
all that we have undergone, in the grandeft of 
Canufes; and I might be fuppofed to remain in this 
world, to bea fpe&tator of fuch an unbleffed Caraf- 
trophe Farewell, to all fature enjoyment in life! 
Sorrow be thou my companion! Grief and wo my 
conflant attendants, till, according to the deftination 
of an Holy God, [ return to the doft, from whence 
I was taken! Nor am I able eafily to realize, if, in 
the infinite grace and mercy of God, 1 thould 
arrive 


& 
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arrive to the heavenly world, how I could 


adequately enjoy the Place, as long as the Idea of 
Such an event, thould be retained —— Whither’ 


mence 1 have been guilty of weakuefs and excen- 


“= 


has. the gale of affection driven nc . 
time to give myfelf a check If in my vehe-~ 


tricity, 1 beg you will do me the friendfhip ‘to re- 


member the pathos wherewith the welfare of our 
dear Country is defired, and forget the relt, 


Apprehenfions of danger we have ; but muff, 
neverthelefs, encourage ourfelves to hope better 
things concerning America, and things that accom- 
pany falvation, though we thus fpeak, “ef 


Refle&ing on all that is paft, and anticipating 
the ftill greater things, which we hoeabiy trait 
_ the Great Gop, in his grace and providence, 
will do, in time to come, for us and ours, you will, 
without an invitation, join with me, in repeating the 
following animated Doxologies, which we find re- 


corded, in the Book of the Revelation of Jefus 


~ Chrift. Bleffing, and honor, and glory, and power 


be unto him that fitteth upon the Throne, and unto 
the Lamb forever and ever, Amen.  Bleffing and. 
glory, and wifdom, and thankfgiving, and honor, 
and power, and might, be unto our God forever and 


ever, 
AMEN. 
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